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Eine Musikanlage hat unzählige klangkritische
Punkte. Einer davon ist die Art und Weise, wie
Komponenten und Lautsprecher mit dem darunter
liegenden Boden verbunden sind. Genau hier
erzielt der »Spike Shoe« von Bluehorizon beste
Resultate.

19.10.2016

Klangoptimierende Spike-
Konterstücke »Spike Shoe«

er »Spike Shoe« von Bluehorizon
findet seinen Platz zwischen der
Spitze eines Spikes und dem

darunter befindlichen Boden. Zur
Entkopplung dient ein Materialmix aus
Gummi und Kork, der unter einer Hülle aus
Aluminium versteckt ist. Bis zu 100
Kilogramm Last können die Konterstücke vertragen. Ziel der Entwicklung war
es, die unterschiedlichen Resonanzfrequenzen gleichmäßig zu bedämpfen.
Normalerweise finden an dieser Stelle nur Verschiebungen statt, was zu
unsicheren Ergebnissen führt. Die Kombination aus verbesserter Kopplung und
effektiverer Steuerung der Resonanzverteilung liefert deutlich hörbare Vorteile.
Davon konnten wir uns inzwischen bei mehreren Komponenten und
Lautsprechern überzeugen. 

Der Einsatz des Spike Shoe führt zu einer verbesserten räumlichen Ortung im
Klangbild. Perspektivische akustische Verzerrungen löst er gänzlich auf. Für die
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Wahrnehmung dieser Steigerung ist nicht viel Zeit erforderlich, der Spike Shoe
funktioniert einwandfrei und mit einem Kosteneinsatz von 40 Euro für ein
Vierer-Set ist er zudem eine der preiswertesten Möglichkeiten, den Klang einer
hochwertigen Anlage nochmals zu steigern. Er bekommt einen nachdrücklichen
»i-fidelity.net-Tuning-Tipp«.

Bluehorizon Spike Shoe
Tragfähigkeit:   100 kg
Durchmesser:   3,8 cm
Höhe:   8 mm
Verpackungseinheit:   4 Stück
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GIZMO of the month

HIGH FIDELITY
LET’S GET DIGITAL
TECHNICS SL 1200 MK.2 £600; AUDIO-TECHNICA AT-95E 
£95; GRAHAM SLEE GRAM AMP 2 £135; STEINBERG 
CI1 USB £90 
If you want to transfer your vinyl to digital files, what system should you 
choose? It’s a question we’re often asked. I’ll start with this Technics 
turntable-based set up, that comes in at around £1,000; next month I’ll 
feature something for a smaller budget. 

Why the Technics SL 1200? A number of reasons: there’s lots of them 
on the second-hand market, they’re robust, so even well-used decks are 
likely to be in good shape; the model has just been deleted by the parent 
company, Panasonic, so now’s the time to grab one; many current or ex-DJs 
will already have one lurking in the loft; they are superbly engineered, vastly 
under-rated in hi-fi terms and can be upgraded to super turntable status by 

replacing and tweaking individual components, such as the arm, arm-plate 
and the motor. Such modifications can add up to around £3,000-£4,000 
to the system, but can be done incrementally, when funds permit, ultimately 
resulting in a turntable that ranks with kit of twice that price, offering superb 
bass and a greater clarity of sound. One of the aspects of the deck that you 
can upgrade is the cartridge, of course, but, for now, the Audio-Technica is 
the best budget bet.

The Graham Slee is a phono amp, allowing the signals that are picked up by 
the turntable to be heard and handled by your PC. If phono amps are unfamiliar 
to you, you might be more accustomed to them incorporated as invisible bits 
of kit buried within integrated amplifiers, only making an appearance as two 
output phono connectors around the back. Independent units tend to offer 
better sound quality and this particular model offers great value.

The Steinberg provides two functions. Firstly, it allows you to route your 
music through a USB port instead of a dodgy computer soundcard which 
may just muddy the signal quality. Secondly, it provides more direct control 
of the signal itself. This unit arrives with Wavelab LE software, which offers 
mastering and audio editing functions.

Using this system provides a great signal chain that not only provides 
an excellent source for your music, but is completely tweakable and 
upgradable. Not only that, when you’re done, the turntable, cartridge and 
phono amp constitute an excellent basis for a top quality hi-fi system.
Technics SL 1200 Mk2; 020 8960 8989; Decks.co.uk  
Steinberg CI1 USB; Steinberg.net 
Graham Slee Gram Amp 2; 01909 568 739; GSPAudio.co.uk 
Audio Technica; 0113 277 1441; Audio-Technica.com

RC’s guide to the gear that will get the best out of your records. By Paul Rigby

CRYSTAL AUDIO ENERGY SAVER £19.99 (FIVE-SOCKET, 
FOOT SWITCH) £12.99 (ONE-SOCKET, REMOTE CONTROL) 
£29.99 (FIVE-SOCKET, REMOTE CONTROL)
The Energy Saver power blocks are advanced devices that could save 
you money and hassle. Arriving with a remote receiver that works with 
any remote control or foot switch to turn on/off the power to those hard 
to reach devices, each block arrives with a surge protection circuit, four 
energy power sockets that learn to turn off any device that has an energy-
wasting standby button, plus an “always on” socket if any device has to 
remain powered up. It also 
includes a cleaner signal for 
improved sound quality for 
your hi-fi.

Sound quality 
improvements were 
confirmed while testing a 
reference system known 
for its bright, rather harsh 
output. Plugging it into 
the Crystal Audio sockets 
removed so much distortion 
that it tamed the beast and, 
remarkably, while spinning  
a favourite Bob Dylan CD,  
I discovered a new guitar in 
the mix – the direct result 
of a far more detailed 
playback. Remarkable value 
for money.
For more info:  
020 8133 7066; 
CrystalAudioVideo.com

BRINGING BASS 
TO HEEL 
BLUE HORIZON SPIKE SHOES  
These spike shoes look 
like dimpled discs, and 
sit under spiked speaker 
stands. Deceptively simple in 
appearance, the shoes are 
actually quite complex with 
an aluminium upper coating 
plus a steel plate positioned 
under each dimple to take 
around 100kg of force from 
above. Enveloping this is a 
suite of dampening material 
and a combination of cork 
and rubber which connects 
the shoe to the floor.

With the shoes, my 
reference system exhibited 
noticeably enhanced bass 
control while the entire presentation of the tested music provided added 
coherence – almost as if the music was becalmed where before it was 
struggling to make its way through choppy waters. This is probably due to 
improved distortion effects and reduced microphony: basically, frequencies 
that bounce around your room, entering your hi-fi and buggering up the 
output. For those with speaker stands, these spike shoes are a no-brainer. 
Oh… and they’ll protect your floor too.
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