TEST HEADPHONES

TEST DEVICES

Turntable:

Oracle Delphi IV,
Yamaha P2

CD Players:

Sony SACD 777,
Wadia 8/Brinkmann
Nyquist 2

Phono Preamp:
Audionet PAM G2
Headphone Amps:
T+A HA 200,

Ferrum OOR
Headphones:

T+A Solitaire P,

Mark Levinson 5909,
Sendy Audio Apollo,
Sennheiser Momentum
4 Wireless,

HiFiMan HE-R 10D
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A closed dynamic pair of headphones of the highest quality for both

stationary and mobile use, that’s what the T+A Solitaire T aims to be -

but also to bring great pleasure with its Bluetooth and ANC features.

rom the very beginning, T+A from Her-

ford, Germany, approached the topic

of new headphones differently. Decisi-
ons were made at an early stage: if we offer
headphones below the price range of the wor-
Id-renowned Solitaire P and P-SE, then there
has to be a close sonic relationship to these
top models. This stood against the fact that
the new headphones ought to be equipped
with a dynamic driver instead of the mag-
netostats of the larger models for reasons of
space and weight.

With a lot of fine tuning, the develo-

pers succeeded in making the Solitaire T
something special sonically, even without
electronic corrections. In addition to the
strictly selected drivers made of a particu-
larly low-resonance cellulose mixture with a
diameter of 42 millimeters, which are instal-
led at an angle in the capsules, a clever sys-
tem of pressure chamber, sound guides and
special acoustic filters contributed to this.
All of this is supposed to ensure a bone-dry

and deep bass performance as well as a
linear frequency response. This costs time
and money, and most manufacturers bypass
this process and rely on the ,,magic* effect of
their built-in sound correction. We, however,
hold a similar opinion to T+A: If it sounds
right from the start, you don‘t have to correct
it afterwards, or only minimally. The addi-
tional active mode, which also offers sound
adjustments and active noise cancellation

if desired, was only integrated into the ear-
pieces afterwards.

But even here, the Solitaire T exhibits
some special qualities. For example, the
material quality of aluminum and high-qua-
lity plastics is an absolutely successful blend
of strength, durability and a low weight of
just under 330 grams. The earcups are large
enough to cover the ears without causing
excessive pressure that restricts wearing
comfort; the adjustment range of the slim but
nicely cushioned headband is also well desi-
gned for the real world.

ANC & Bluetooth As An Encore

The technical side of the ,,activation kit* can
certainly be attributed to the ,,serious busi-

ness‘ faction: Bluetooth duties are taken over
by a top-quality Qualcomm chip, while Sony,
which is considered the best option for active

The manufacturing quality is appropriate for

the sound quality and the price range — this
also applies to the accessories.



Gap sizes like German premium cars, aluminum
even where you wouldn’t expectit. The T+A is
convincing even with a meticulous eye for detail.

noise cancellation, contributes the noise sup-
pression of low frequencies — as the ear pads,
damping very well in the mids and highs, are
almost ineffective there. Further options like
telephone operation and control of various
functions including an HD Bluetooth mode
can be controlled directly on the earpiece or
soon also via app.

The three meter cable with its balanced
Pentaconn plug emphasizes that the aspect
of sound quality was taken very seriously.

If you connect the Solitaire T to a suitable
headphone amplifier, all digital functions
are bypassed and it works like any normal
wired model. What these compact headpho-
nes offer in terms of sound contradicts their
slim design.

If you listen to a choir from any opera by
Verdi or Puccini, or a large orchestra, the
sound is comparable to a very high-quality
standmount speaker that plays powerfully
and full-bodied; one that gives the impres-
sion of listening to a grown-up floorstanding
speaker when your eyes are closed. Since
the bass range of the T+A, for all its power,
does not sound bloated or even unclean and
blurry, as could be heard with Porcupine

The T+A also looks impressive in white. It can be
conveniently folded for traveling.

It's hard to believe how much high-quality
technology is housed in one earpiece thanks to
miniaturized components.

Tree, for example, the lower mids — voices
and acoustic instruments — also remain beau-
tifully identifiable in the soundstage and are
not acoustically drowned out.

Even the cable hardly reacts to physi-
cal contact. The Bluetooth capabilities and
the noise cancelling of the small and fancy
headphones are also convincing — the pieces
of the mosaic fit together perfectly, only the
app was not ready at the time of this review.
However, we are positive that it will smoo-
thly fit into the excellent list of features that
the Solitaire T offers. H

T+A Solitaire T

Price: around €1300
Warranty: 2 Years
Contact: T+A

Phone: +49 5221 76760
www.ta-hifi.de

Compact, but great-sounding headphones that
convince with neutrality, fine details, a clean,
deep bass and high level reserves via cable at
the home stereo system as well as wirelessly
and on the go. The workmanship is very good,
the price high, but reasonable.

Lab Comment

Runtime: 70 hours, 35 hours in HQ mode;
Weight: 326 grams; Charging time battery: 2
hours

Features

Dynamic; Closed; Bluetooth 5.1; ANC; Codecs:
SBC, AAC, aptX, aptX HD; phone functionality;
app control also for updates & equalizer; case.
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